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First Minister Peter Robinson and First Lady Iris Robinson is a unique couple in many ways; yet another 
expose of prurient events emanating from Belfast should be rightly regarded as trite and tedious. Now 
that this dead horse has been well and truly flogged it is worth focusing instead on how these 
childhood sweethearts from a tough working class loyalist housing estate in Belfast have managed to 
become amongst the most powerful and highest earning public representatives on these islands. In a 
political environment often dominated by the middle and predominately professional classes, this 
ascent from such modest surroundings to the top of the political tree is a phenomenal achievement 
and demonstrates the  benefits of strategic thinking and a unity of purpose, traits that Peter Robinson 
is particularly well known for. Alas for him this emotionally defunct clarity of thought cannot be readily 
applied to affairs of the heart and a personal misdemeanor motivated more by lust than logic will 
surely be the Achilles Heel that costs him the coveted job of First Minister. 

How the Mighty Hath Fallen

No impropriety has been established on the part 
of developer or politician but when the interest in 
the sex subsides, the media interest will 
undoubtedly shift to the money.  

The first MP husband and wife team to get 
elected to the Westminster House of Commons 
have clear and fundamentalist views on most 
matters public and private but despite this; 
contradiction and equivocation prevail when the 
occasion suits. Iris was quick to quote the Bible to 
justify her views on homosexuality when she 
referred to it as an abomination. The same 
passage from the Bible is equally harsh on 
adultery but she chose to ignore that. The First 
Minister despite being jointly responsible for 
equality and fairness in an October 2008 BBC 
interview acquiesced with her views on 
homosexuality by declaring that it was against 
Christian theology. Iris is also on record as stating 
that Catholicism represents everything that is 
wrong with religion. Despite this her former lover 
is a Catholic and his father to whom she was very 
good friends with was also a Catholic; a classic 
example of the duplicitous maxim of 'Do as I Say 
Not as I do'. 
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His strategic outlook was also in evidence, when 
as Minister for Regional Development from 1999 
to 2001 in the Stormont executive, he helped 
formulate the 25 year Regional Development 
Strategy for Northern Ireland and devised the 10 
year Regional Transport Strategy.  He is also 
regarded as the main architect of a DUP policy 
shift to share power with republicans.  A more 
compassionate side to his nature emerged when 
he introduced free transport for the elderly. Yes 
indeed, he has done the state some service and 
they know it but will he endure to achieve any 
more of that?   

The State too has done the Robinson's some 
service. The First Minister and his politician wife 
employ all three of their children and a daughter-
in-law from their €600,000 salaries and office-
running allowances. They both claim the 
controversial second homes MP allowance, 
despite living together in their Belfast £490,000 
home. This large home, a smaller one in London 
and a holiday apartment in Florida all together 
amount to an estimated £1.3 million. This is an 
enviable lifestyle for a couple who were once 
ensconced in a tough loyalist working class 
housing estate. It is a fascinating coincidence that 
the developer friends from whom Iris obtained 
the controversial €50,000 loan between them are 
responsible for all the major building projects in 
the Robinson East Belfast constituency. 



 

 

Questions remain about events on that fateful 
morning of March 2nd following Iris's attempt on 
her own life. The Hansard, the official record of 
Stormont proceedings shows Peter Robinson 
laughing and joking about some routine 
parliamentary business in the assembly chamber 
during First Minister's Questions on that same 
afternoon. How could a man behave in so callous 
a fashion coming hours after his wife of 40 years 
had attempted to take her own life? The recent 
BBC interview in which he bared all about the 
extramarital affair and her suicide bid in stark 
contrast portrayed a caring though broken 
husband flushed with forgiveness. Both patterns 
sit at opposite ends of the behaviour spectrum 
and the truth lying somewhere in between will 
emerge in due course by which time it may be 
only of interest to historians. To the general 
public and more ominously amongst the DUP 
support base, this performance in Stormont went 
down like a lead balloon. 

Meanwhile, real politics has had to take a back 
seat while the DUP works it way through the 
machinations of this crisis. The recent and 
momentous decision of the UDA to decommission 
all weapons and explosives under its control 
passed with scarcely a mention in the popular 
media. How many splits, near splits and walkouts 
did it take for this most sectarian of organizations 
to arrive at this decision? It must be galling for the 
architects of this agreement to have received so 
little credit. Perhaps the UDA had its own 
motives; the refusal of the British government to 
consider giving any aid to loyalist areas under 
UDA control without the precondition of 
decommissioning could well be the catalyst for 
this decision. Scant media coverage was also 
provided to the recent attack on a Catholic police 
officer by dissident Republications. We are faced 
here with a real political issue that the politicians 
need to confront with or without the devolution 
of justice and policing powers from Westminster. 
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For the Robinson family, the enviable lifestyle and 
the political influence they now enjoy is a far cry 
from the powerless working class estate where 
they grew up. The evocative horn-rimmed glasses 
and the unkempt hairstyle are gone too, replaced 
by the more contemporary image of laser treated 
eyes and the spiky hairdo. For Iris; flamboyant 
colours are very much in vogue. For the DUP, the 
six week hiatus will conveniently though gradually 
ease Peter out of the pivotal First Minister job 
and buy the party valuable time to plot his exit 
strategy and manage the succession. The party 
may well have come to realise that 'His judgment 
cometh and that Right soon' and despite his 
characteristic foresight and strategic mindset, 
Peter Robinson will be left to ruefully ponder 
'How the Mighty hath Fallen' and ultimately come 
to acknowledge that his downfall was not a 
planning failure but rather "Events, my dear boy, 
events". 


